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Season’s Greetings from the FAEIS Team
Do you sometimes need educational data for a
grant proposal that you are writing but don’t
know where to get it? Do you want to know
how your department’s or program’s enrollment,
placement, or faculty salaries compare with your
peers? Would you like to see the national trends
in enrollment or the new and emerging
disciplines? Would you like to understand how
colleges and universities that contain agriculture
are organized, and how that organizational
structure has changed over time?
FAEIS can help you to answer each one of these
questions. The FAEIS website has a “Trends and
Planning” section that will help you to learn
about trends in enrollment and degrees awarded,
plan degree offerings, or make hiring decisions.
The FAEIS website also has a “Peer Analysis”
section that can assist you in comparing your
enrollment, degrees awarded, or faculty salaries
to any peer group that you wish to define. You
can create your own datasets

and download them to your PC desktop in
several different formats, including Microsoft
Excel. Visit the website at
http://faeis.ahnrit.vt.edu/index_t.shtml.
You can also contact the FAEIS Help Desk and
ask for help. The FAEIS Team will respond to
your request to seek insights into undergraduate
and graduate enrollment and placement, degrees
awarded, and faculty head count and salary data.
The FAEIS Team can also help you understand
the current organizational structure of colleges
and universities that contain agriculture. We
look forward to helping you! All that you have
to do is ask.
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Update from FAEIS Peer Panel
Meeting at APLU Conference
The FAEIS Peer Panel met for two days last month in Dallas at the end of the
Association of Public and Land-Grant Universities (APLU) annual conference. At

Dr. Hamm has worked with FAEIS since 2008 managing,

the end of the meeting the peer panel passed a motion with unanimous support that

evaluating, and disseminating data for undergraduate and

a letter would be drafted and sent to NIFA supporting continuation of funding for

graduate student enrollment and degrees awarded in

the FAEIS project at Virginia Tech.
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Dr. Hamm has authored a series of refereed journal articles,
including one on FAEIS, as well as presented data findings to
multiple constituencies such as the Association for Public
Land-Grant Universities (APLU) and North American

Programs Section (APS) business meeting which stated that NIFA should continue
its funding for FAEIS at Virginia Tech. This motion passed with complete support
from the group.

She has conducted several research projects using NELS data
system including linear regression, analysis of variance
(ANOVA), analysis of covariance (ANCOVA), multiple
regression, and stepwise regression.
In the future Dr. Hamm, would like to continue her research
in the area of education in higher education institutions. She
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would like to continue working either within a university

Lisa Hightower

at North Carolina State University, also offered a motion at the APLU Academic

Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (NACTA).
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Overall, the peer panel meeting was exceedingly productive and members explored

setting as a professor or with educational grant initiatives

issues ranging from enhancements to FAEIS in 2010 to data quality assurance. The

through the USDA at the National Institute of Food and

FAEIS peer panel reinvigorated the FAEIS team in their mission to provide

Agriculture (NIFA).

exceptional higher education data in the areas of life, food, veterinary, human,
natural resource, and agricultural sciences.
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